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The following are a few particulars respecting the parish 
church of Saint Mary's, at Town Sutton, or Sutton Valence, 
in the County of Kent. 

In this church William Lambe, founder of the Free Grammar 
School, is supposed to have been baptised about the year 1495. 
As the registers of the church do not commence until the 
year 1576, the date of his birth or baptism is not to be found 
there ; but Sutton Valence is reputed to have been his native 
place. By the epitaph which was placed over his tomb in 
Saint Faith's Church, under the Cathedral of Saint Paul, in the 
City of London, now destroyed, it appears that he had been 
a gentleman of the chapel to Henry the Eighth, was married 
three times, to Joan, Alice and Jane,* and was a widower at 
the period of his decease at his residence adjoining his chapel 
of Saint ^ James- in- the- Wall, Monkwell Street, Cripplegate, 

♦ See Camden Society's Publications, 1867, 1868, vol. Ixxx, * History 
from Marble,^ vol. ii, p. 135, plates 446 and 447, p. ccccxix and ccccxx ; 
and see St. Faith^ printed in Dugdale, p. 119, edit. 18 18, p. 77 ; see also 
the * Gentleman^s Magazine," 1783, p. 138. 
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London, on April 21st, 1580, aged 85 years, buried in Saint 
Faith's as before alluded to ; see " Abraham Fleming's account 
of William Lambe, London, 1580, imprinted by Henrie 
Denham for Thomas Turner, and are to be sold at his shop at 
Guildhall Gate," a copy of which is in the British Museum, 
also one in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. William Lambe 
was the builder of the Conduit, — " Lamb's Conduit Street," — 
Master of the Worshipful Company of Clothworkers, in the 
City of London, 1569-70, to which Company he was a worthy 
benefactor.* He also founded by means of Letters Patent, 
19th Feb., 1576, the Free Grammar School of William Lambe, 
at Sutton Valence, for the education of boys and youths of his 
native place for all time, constituting the Clothworkers' Company 
trustees of his foundation. t 

The date of the erection of the church cannot now be 
ascertained, but a church is alluded to in Domesday Book, 
A.D. 1086, wherein it is stated that " there is a church 
and four acres of meadow and one mill, wood for fifty 
hogs."t Not any of the early historians of the county 
have given a date or description of the church, as William 
Lambarde, who wrote in 1576, Richard Kilburne in 1659, 
John Philipot also in 1659, the two latter only noticing that 
"the church is dedicated to Saint Mary.'* In 17 19 John 
Harris, D.D., observes only that " the church, which is large, 
but with a low flat tower and no spire, is dedicated to Saint 
Mary.§ (See Frontispiece, p. 4.||) In 1776 Charles Seymour 
only notices that " the church is dedicated to Saint Mary." 

* Clothwotkers' Company's Records. 

t See also Will dated Oct. 11, 15745 March 10, 15795 and Codicil, 
April 2, 1580. Also Stow, 1598 to 1633, p. 935 also Strype's Stow, 
1754, a vols, fol., vol. i. 

X Pannage, that swine feed on in the woods. See Hasted's * History of 
Kent,' 8vo, 11 vols., 1798 to 1800, vol. v, pp. 366 and 376. 

§ See fol. edition, part i, p. 307. 

II From a sketch in the British Museum by John Warburton, * Somerset 
Herald ' (Died 1759) in the years 1720 and 1725. Copied by Hasted, see 
Prints and Drawings, vol. i, p. 455. Press Mark a.d. 5480, p. 86. 
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In 1782 * and 1798 1 Edward Hasted (who does not give much 
more information than previous authors) states that ^^the 
church, which stands at a small distance westward from the 
village, is dedicated to Saint Mary ; it is a handsome church, the 
'steeple stands on the north side of it, and had a high spire on 
it formerly, the upper half of which having been burnt down 
by lightning, it was at that part flat and covered with lead." 
Not any further account of the destruction of the spire alluded 
to by him can be traced, but he further observes that '' the 
church was anciently an appendage to the manor of Sutton 
Valence, in which it continued down to John de Hastings, 
Earl of Pembroke, lord of that manor, who died possessed of it 
in the forty-ninth year of Edward the Second, 1536, as appears 
by the escheat Rolls of that year. Sir Georje Harper, Knight, 
possessed the manor, resided at Sutton Valence, and kept his 
shrievalty in 2nd Edward VI.'* 

At a short time previously to the disntolition of the church in 
1823, to be rebuilt, Edward Pretty, Esq., F.S.A.,J formerly of 
HoUingbourne, in the county of Kent, made a drawing of the 
exterior of the church looking east, from which our engraving 
(p. 12) has been made, by the kindness of J. S. Lightfoot, Esq., 
the present excellent curator of the Charles Museum at Maid- 
stone,§ which drawing evidently shows that at that period the 
church had a low pointed spire rising from the tower, and not 
left flat as stated by Hasted (in 1782 and 1798) and subsequent 
writers ; but when this spire was erected is not known. The 
church, no doubt, was very handsome ; the windows generally 
were of the like period as those of the neighbouring church of 
East Sutton, and probably about or previous to the date of that 
sacred edifice. The only part of the remains of the ancient 

• 1778 to 1799, fol. edition, 4 vols. 

t 1797 to 1800, 8vo edition, vol. v, p. 372. 

X He was the first Curator of the Charles Museum at Maidstone, Kent, 
from 1858 to the period of his decease, August 4, 1865, aged 73 years. See 
account of him in the * Collectanea Antiqua,^ vol. vi, by C. Roach Smith. 

§ Successor to Edward Pretty, Esq, 
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structure that has been appropriated to the new building (erected 
in 1828) is a window inserted in the wall of the Tower looking 
west, a bell, and the baptismal font (of which we give a 
sketch), set up near Lambe's Chapel, at the south-east corner 
of the church, but which, it is submitted, should be placed at 
the entrance of the west end of the building. The stonework of 
the east window of the ancient structure, a beautiful specimen 
of Early English architecture (of which we give a sketch, p. 28), 
was purchased by a gentleman who formerly resided in Maid- 
stone, who set it up in the garden attached to his house in the 




ANCIENT BAPTISMAL FONT, 

('( ifeed in the Church prior to 18*3. 

said town, where it may be now seen on application to Messrs. 
Barling and Co., silversmiths, in the High Street, the present 
occupiers of the premises. " There were four bells in the towet 
of the ancient church, three of which were sold with othei 
old materials to assist in defraying the necessary expenses 
attendant upon the erection of the new sacred edifice ; bu 
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whether they bore any inscription is not now known. The 
one that was retained now hangs in the. tower of the present 
building, and bears the following inscription in Roman cha- 
racters, in one line, viz., "Edward Wildish, John Shirley, 
Ch. Wardens. R. Phelps, made me, 173^^." The outside 
diameter at the base is 2 feet 8 inches, the height 2 feet, and 
the key is C fcp." 

In 1823, the ancient church being then considered to be in a 
decayed state, and consequently unsafe, it having stood for 
many centuries with sundry repairs (although it was thought 
by some that with a further outlay of ;^6oo or ^^700 the beau- 
tiful edifice might probably have lasted many generations 
longer and still been an ornament to the village), was taken 
down, and a new church began to be constructed within the 
walls of the ancient structure, at an estimated cost of ^^3000, 
but the work was retarded for want of the requisite funds until 
1825, when it was resumed with Kentish rag and dressings of the 
same, but the style of architecture adopted cannot be admired 
for its beauty ( see engraving, p. 1 6). It consists of a chancel with 
a mortuary chapel (Lambe's) at the south-east corner, nave 
with a square tower at the west end, in which there is one 
bell, as before mentioned, a curved roof pf 42 feet, which is 
extremely low pitched, and a south porch ; it measures 114 
feet 6 inches in length, and 48 feet in width (see engraving of 
ground plan, p. 17). The church is very commodious, and 
contains sittings for about 500 persons, 280 of which number 
are free, although accommodation might be provided for more. 
The cost of the reconstruction was about ^6000.* Messrs. 
William Ashenden and Son, of Chatham, Kent, builders, 
executed the work. In the year 1828, in the interior of the 
church, against the north-east wall, is placed a tablet, at a cost 
of ;^28, to which the inhabitants contributed about ;^I5, on 
which the armorial bearings of the Filmer family, of East 
Sutton, are engraved, with the accompanying inscription 
underneath : 

'^ See Bagshaw^s * History and Directory/ 2 vols., 1847. Vol. i, p. 219. 
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THIS TABLET 

IS DESIGNED TO COMMEMORATE 
THE VERY GREAT LIBERALITY 

OF 
THE REV. SIR JOHN FILMER, BART.''^ 

OF EAST SUTTON PARK 

AND ALSO OF 

THE REV. W. FILMERf 

RECTOR OF HEYFORD-PURCELL, IN THE COUNTY OF OXFORD 

THE FORMER OF WHOM VERY GENEROUSLY 

CONTRIBUTED THE SUM OF L.I200, 

AND THE LATTER 

THE SUM OF L.525, 

TOWARDS THE EXPENCE OF RE-BUILDING THIS CHURCH 

ANNO DOMINI 1827. 
REV. JOHN S. H. WELSH, CURATE. J 

CHARLES NORRINGTON, 
CHARLES HIGGINS, 



GTON, "\ 

^ J 



CHURCHWARDENS. 



♦ Creation, December 24, 1674. Arms : Barry of Six, or and sa on a 
chief of the last three cinquefoils of the first. Crest : a fklcon volant, 
P.P.R., beaked and lagged, standing on a ruined castle of the last (b. 1760, 
d. 1834) 7 baronet. 

t Died July 17, 1830. 

t The Rev. Henry Morgan Say was vicar at this period, and was inducted 
in June, 1819. (See List of Vicars, p. 44.) He died November, 1831, 
at Torquay, Devonshire. 
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In the jtear 1825 the Worshipful Company of Clothworkers, 
in the City of London, contributed the sum of ^20 towards 
the rebuilding of the church, and in 1827 £20 towards the 
expense of erecting a gallery at the west end of the church, in 
the front of which the pupils of the grammar school occupy 
sittings. In 1866 the Company contributed ^10 los. towards 
the expense of a memorial window (Rev. F. Walter) at the 
east end of the church ; also in 1872 ^^21 towards the expense 
of an organ which has been placed in the north aisle of the 
chancel, and in 1874 the munificent sum of three hundred 
guineas towards the necessary repairs and alterations now 
required to be done (see engraving of the proposed alterations ; 
also list of the Company's contributions for the church). 

On February 28, 1828, the minister, churchwardens, the 
surveyors, and some inhabitants having certified that the 
building had been completed, the Incorporated Society for 
Promoting the Enlargement, Building, and Repairing Churches 
and Chapels, established a. d. 181 8, granted the sum of j^ioo 
towards the rebuilding of the church.* The church was 
consecrated by the Right Honorable Hugh Percy, Lord Bishop 
of Carlislef (formerly Bishop of Rochester, Kent, 1827), by 
commission from Charles Manners Sutton, Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury J (consd. 1848), on Tuesday, April i, i828,§ and 
after the service a collection was made at the doors of the church 
amounting to the sum of £10 3s. 8d. towards defraying the 
expenses consequent upon the rebuilding of the sacred edifice. 
The following is a copy of an inscription, enclosed in a black 
frame, placed against the wall over the royal arms at the west 
end of the church, viz. : 

* Records of Incorporated Society and Parish Records of St. Mary's. 

t Died in 1856. 

X Died in 1862. 

§ Records of Diocesan Registry, Canterbury ; also Parish Records. 



THIS CHURCH WAS REBUILT AND ENLARGED IN THE YEAR 
1828, BY WHICH MEANS 29O ADDITIONAL SITTINGS HAVE 
BEEN OBTAINED, AND IN CONSEQUENCE OF A GRANT FROM 
THE SOCIETV FOR PROMOTING THE ENLARGEMENT AND 
BUILDING OF CHURCHES AND CHAPELS 280 OF THAT NUMBER 
ARE DECLARED FREE AND UNAPPROPRIATED FOR EVER. 

JOHN S. H. WELSH . . MINISTER. 
CHARLES NORRINGTON, 
CHARLES HUGGINS, 



CHURCH WAR DENS, 
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W. H. Ireland, in his History of the County, in 1829, 
states that ^^ the church is dedicated to Saint Mary, being a 
handsome structure, with the steeple on the north side, which 
formerly had a spire, but being destroyed by lightning, is now 
flat and covered with lead ;" but this is a mere repetition from 
Hasted, who wrote in 1782 and 1798, as the new building was 
in course of construction, as before stated, viz., between 1823 
and 1828. In 1847, Samuel Bagshaw, in his ^History, 
Gazetteer and Directory of the County,** states that " the 
church dedicated to St. Mary, situated at the west end of the 
village, is a spacious structure, with a tower and one bell (and 
was nine years building) ; it was opened for Divine service in 
i825,t and erected at a cost of ^6000, J chiefly raised by sub- 
scriptions and donations. The ancient structure which stood 
near the present site was struck by lightning many years ago, 
and a considerable part of it was burnt down."§ At the 
south-east corner of the ancient church was a chapel dedicated 
to Saint Peter, which had been appropriated to the family of 
Lambe, of Sutton Valence; and William Lambe (father of 
William Lambe, citizen and clothworker, of the City of 
London), by his will^ dated July i, 1522, and proved at 
Canterbury, December 17th, 1522, directed his remains to be 
placed there. In the reconstruction of the church the site of 
the chape! has been carefully preserved, on which the date of 
15 19 is recorded. The site is not now enclosed in any way, 
but it is styled "Lambe's Chapel." The east end of the 
church has been greatly improved by the addition of a 
stained glass window, to perpetuate the memory of the Rev. 
Frank Walter, A.M.,|| curate in charge from 1859 ^^ 

• Vol. i, p. 21 9. 

t Should be 1828. 

^ Original estimate was for ^3000 only. 

§ This might have happened between 1725 and 1782, as the church at 
Chart Sutton, near, was totally destroyed by lightning on April 23, 1779. 
See Hasted^s * History of Kent/ 8vo, 1798 to 1800, vol. v, p. 361. 

II See < Maidstone and Kentish Journal/ June 26} 1865, also July 3, 
1865. 
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1865* The tracery and mullions are very handsome and 
quite original : also the corbels in the interior and exterior 
(see engraving, p. 31), by William J. Habershon, Esq., of 
Bloomsbury Square, London. The stone was supplied by 
Messrs. Pictor and Sons, of the city of Bath. The builder. 




THE STONB WORK OF ANCIENT WINDOW, LAMBE's chapel (sOVTH- 
BAST), IH »T. tfARY'a CHURCH, SVTTOH VALENCE, PRIOR TO iSlJ. 



who was Mr. J. D. Cowland, of Portland Road, Netting Hill, 
Middlesex, executed the carving; and a Thomas Lambe, of 
Yalding, Kent, superintended the work. The glass was 
designed by Messrs. Lavers and Barraud, of the Art Glass 

• Previously curate at Boughton-Monchelsea. 



\ 
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Works, Endell Street, Bloomsbury, London, and of Bridge 
Street, Manchester.* Mr. Lavers was educated at the 
Grammar School, at Sutton Valence, and is now a member of 
the Worshipful Company of Clothworkers, in the City of 
London. The window is divided into six compartments, con- 
taining the following illustrations in the life of our Saviour, 




viz. * The Nativity,' * The Last Supper,' ' Our Lord blessing 
little Children,' * The Agony in the Garden,' ' Our Lord 
bearing His Cross,' and ' The Ascension. 'f 



* Awarded Medals at Exhibitions — London, ig6z, and Dublin, iS6$. 
f See 'Maidstone and Kentish Journal,' January 15, 1S66 1 alsoMajr 14, 




Co ti)t tlomt aiitP &Urp of &oa, aixb in JffltmaTs oC ti]t Xttb. jFVantt QQiilttr, 
Curatt of tl)i9 JPan'di), to^o nftU' i^H) 3untr 9.9. 1865, <agtll 40 $tartf, 
tftftf naiiilrotii ii aHUi bg t)is $ans|)tonir« aitlr dftitvitnt. 
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The cost of the window was ^^204 6s. yd., viz. glass 
;^i35 > stonework, ^60 ; architect, ^^8 5 sundries, ^^i 6s. 7d.= 
j^204 6s. yd,, defrayed as follows by sundry contributions and 
donations : — ^The Worshipful Company of Clothworkers, 
^10 los. ; Lady Holmsdale, ^5 ; the Ladies Cornwallis, ^5 j 
Sir Edmund Filmer, Bart., ^5 j the Hon. Lady Filmer, ^5 ; 
and others, Messrs. S. and W, Walter defraying the difference 
of £(>() 15s. of amount collected, ;^134 us. yd., and this 
tribute of respect is no more than is due to the memory of the 
Rev. Frank Walter, A.M., of whom it has been said that *'he 
was always ready both in heart and purse to give a helping 
hand to^very good work j also that during his ministrations as 
curate of the parish he had by his universal benevolence and 
kindness of heart and general a(&bility won for himself a name 
that will never be forgotten,*'* About Easter, prior to his 
decease, Mr. Walter, seeing the necessity of a new instrument 
for the purpose of leading the musical portion of the service in 
the church (superseded now by a new organ, of which we shall 
have occasion further to refer to), did at his own expense purchase 
and present to the church a valuable harmonium (one of Alex- 
andre's), which was selected by Mr, Clark, the choir-master of 
the Canterbury Diocesan Choral Union, the tone and power of 
which instrument gave universal satisfaction, and was used for 
the first time on Easter Sunday, April 16, 1865. 

Among the improvements at the east end of the church is a 
handsome pine-timber stained altar rail (the gift of William 
Sankey, Esq., M.D., of the parish) and an altar table, and 
within the railing the floor is laid with encaustic tiles, tllb 
expense of which was defrayed by Mrs. Walter, the widow of 
the Rev. F. Walter. " The communion plate is very hand- 
some, being of silver gilt and of very good form 5 it is 
inscribed in old English characters round the flagon, ' Glory 
be to God on high ;' on the bottom of the flagon and the 
under side of the paten, * The Gift of the Rev. William Day, 
A.M., to Sutton Valence Church, on his resignation of the 

* See also * Maidstone and Kentish Journal/ April 24, 1865. 

3 
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Curacy, 19th Sunday after Trinity, 1854' (October 22); 
and round the paten on its face, in German text, with wheat- 
ears between the words, * Lord, evermore give us this bread. 
I. H. S. ;' on the chalice, ' I. H. S.' After the pre- 
sentation of the above by the Rev. William Day, the ancient 
plate (which did not bear any inscription) was sold, the church- 
wardens having authority to do so ; it consisted of a cup made 
of common metal, a silver flagon, and a silver plate.'* The 
tablets, which should contain the Lord^s Prayer, Decalogue, 
and Creed, it is to be regretted have not yet been replaced in 
the church. The. harmonium which was presented to the 
church at Easter, 1865, by the late Rev. Frank Walter, A.M., 
curate in charge,^ having become defective from damp, &c., 
a new organ has been substituted for the same, built by Hedge- 
land, of London, and erected in the north aisle of the chancel, 
which was opened on Sunday, February T6th, 1873, by Mr. 
H. F. Henniker, A.R.A., of Maidstone. "It has two complete 
manuals, two octaves of pedals, and fifteen stops. The quality 
of the tone is excellent, especially the oboe, salcional, flute, and 
viol di Gamba. The service was semi-choral, the numerous 
choir singing admirably. At the close of the morning and 
evening service Mr. Henniker performed selections from Bach, 
Handel, Haydn, Mendelssohn, &c., and it need scarcely be 
said that the accomplished professor charmed the very large 
congregation by his splendid performance." " The cost of the 
organ was ;^23i, carriage, &c. ^14 = total ;^245, which has 
been defrayed by the liberal contributions of the parishioners and 
others, including a gift of twenty guineas from the Worshipful 
Company of Clothworkers, in London" (see p. 37). At this 
period (March, 1874), it appears that the church needs much 
repair, alterations, and other improvements than before alluded 
to, '* to make the sacred edifice more worthy of its high and 
solemn purpose.'* It is estimated that a sum of not less than 

* The Rev. John Barnwell, A.M., was vicar at this period, viz. from 
x83a to 1866. See List of Vicars, p. 44. 
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^1200 will be required for the purpose (which sum it is hoped 
will be raised to meet the necessary outlay). Mr. Gordon M. 
Hills, of John Street, Adelphi, London, the architect who has 
been consulted in the matter, states " that the only plan is to 
build arcades and so form aisles, the arcades helping to support' 
the roof, and at the same time giving a pleasing architectural 
effect, and that no more economical method can be adopted 
which will be lasting '' (see engraving of the proposed alterations 
to the interior of the building, p. 36). The Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners have offered to put the chancel of the church in 
thorough repair, at a cost of ;^275, on condition that the 
parishioners remedy serious defects in the roof and chancel arch 
(both of which are in a bad state). The following subscriptions 
have already been promised : — 





£. 


/.v. 


Rev. R. Sorsbie, vicar 


. 100 





Sir E. Filmer, Bart. 


> 50 





Rev. J. D. Kingdon 


. 100 





J. Paine, Esq. 


• »5 





Rev. W. Oliver . 


. 50 





C. Neve, Esq. 


. 50 





Rev. A. Stead 


. 5 





Rev. F. Mealand . 


2 





Rev. J. CoUis, D.D. 


2 


2 


J. A. Kingdon, Esq. 


20 





Rev. G. De Lisle . 


I 





H. R. Droop, Esq. 


S 





Per Rev. J. Kingdon : — 


- 




G. Neve, Esq. . 


I 





J. Nethersole, Esq. 


I 


I 


Rev. J. Travis . 


I 


I 


A. Chittenden, Esq. 


1 


I 


P. S. Punnett, Esq. , 


• 5 





J. Nettleton, Esq. 


• 3 


3 


N. W. Lavers, ^sq. . 


4 


4 


J. Chambers, Esq. 


• 5 





C. Chambers, Esq. 


- 5 





G. Whiteman, Esq. 


• 5 





R. Postons, Esq. 


I 


I 



3 

5 

4 

3 
o 



Per Rev. J. Kingdon (cont,) : 

General De Lisle 
Rev. R. Spicer . 
G. W. Wright, Esq. 
Rev. R. Hake . 
E. Bryant, Esq. 
L. D. Wigan, Esq. 
D. Clarkson, Esq. 
J. Farnan, Esq. . 
Rev. C. Napier . 
Mrs. Northcote . 
Rev. R. Howarth 
Rev. W. Hill . 
Old Grammar School Boys, 
per Rev. J. Kingdon: — 
Mr. Ernest Hepburn . i 
Mr. Alfred Hepburn 
Mr. F. Neve 
Mr. T. Lh— . 
Mr. Chittenden . 
Mr. -^ Chittenden 
Lieut. Sewell 
Mr. A. Wright , 
Mr. E. D. Hake 
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Old Grammar School Boys, 
per Rev. J. KIngdoh 
(continued) : — 
Mr. L. F. Hake . 070 

Mr. O. B. Hake • 040 

Mr. K. H. CuUen . i i o 
Mr. H. Fox .100 

Mr. E. Norwood . o 10 o 
Mr. A. H. Dombrain. o 10 6 
Mr. L. Hill . . o 10 6 
Mr. P. Sandilands . 200 
Mr. S. Walker . .050 
Mr. W. S. Kelly . 110 
Mr. W. Nethersole ' . o 10 o 
The Worshipful Com- 
pany of Cloth workers .315 00 
Rev. J. B. Wright . i i o 

Rev. G. Simpson . . 500 
Rev. F. Richards . .200 
Mrs. Walters . . 200 

Messrs. Holmes and Style 550 
Rev. R. Coates . . 550 
Messrs. Stacey and Co. . 200 
Mr. Reader . . .300 
T. Grant, Esq. . .500 
Rev. A. P. Morris . 10 00 

Mrs. Usborne . .220 
W. Shirley, Esq. , .500 
T. Wakefield, Esq. . 10 00 

Miss Sorsbie . . . 10 o o 



Ven. Archd. Harrison 
Mr. J. Edmund 
Mr. Tappenden 
Sir D. Salomons . 
Mrs. Tappenden . 
Rev. G. Fox . 
Rev. F. Millard . 
Mr. Stuchbury 
T. Tidy, Esq. 
Viscount Holmesdale 
By Sale of Work . 
Wm. Walter, Esq. 
Grammar School Boys, 

on Cards . 
Miss Evans . 
F. A. Chennel, Esq. 
J. P. Dormay, Esq. 
W. C. Hughes, Esq. 
J. Reed, Esq. 
£. A. Goodall, Esq. 
Mrs. Kelly . 
Rev. S. French 
W. Wishaw, Esq. . 
Christ's Hospital . 
Rev. T. Carter 
Major Kempson . 
Rev. W. Martin . 
Mrs. H. G. Morris 
Mr. Henniker 
T. Foster, Esq. 
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The church contains the following memorials, viz, : — In the 
chancel a tablet to the memory of Stephen Wilkins, of this 
parish, who died March a6th, 1826, aged 54 years; in the 
south aisle another for Mrs. Priscilla Crispe, of this parish, who 
died 23rd September, 1823, aged 69 ; and another for Harriet, 
wife of William Kinsley, Esq., of Sittingbourne, who died i6th 
October, 1823, aged 64; also the Rev. Joseph Hardy, father 
of the above Mrs. Kinsley, who died 5th August, 1786, aged 
63 ; also William Kinsley, Esq., before mentioned, who died 
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30th June, 1827, in the 67th year of his age. On the north 
wall one to the memory of Samuel Godding, gentleman, of this 
parish (formerly of Maidstone), who died on the 29th June, 
1 83 1, aged 68 years; and on the south wall another for the 
Rev. Cecil Wray Goodchild, A.M., curate of the parish, who 
died April 30th, 1848."^ 

At the east end of the exterior of the v church, in the 
cemetery, is a memorial for George Maplesden, Junr., of this 
parish (formerly connected with the family of Lambe, of this 
parish), who died June 25th, 17 13, in the 47th year of his 
age; and another for Ann, his wife, who died July ist, 1730, 
aged 64 years, who left three daughters, Anne, Susanna, and 
Mary ; and another for Mary Maplesden, wife of Henry 
Maburn, and daughter of George and Ann Buckhurst, who 
died December 27th, 1761, aged 31 years, who left issue — one 
son, George. On the south side of the church, in the ceme- 
tery, the remains of the Rev. Frank Walter are interred in a 
brick vault, enclosed with an iron railing, which was built 
expressly for the purpose ; over which is placed a slab with the 
following inscription engraved thereon, viz. : 

IN MEMORY OF 

REV. FRANK WALTER, 

WHO DIED JUNE IQTH, 1865, 

AGED 40 YEARS. 

It is much to be regretted that (as has been previously stated) 
the church registers (as well as the churchwardens' accounts 
and of vestry meetings) are very defective ; the first four pages 
of the said registers having been torn out, that the same do 
not commence until the year 1576, and from the' year 1640 to 
1646, also from the year 1647 ^^ ^^S^i ^^^ entries have been 
entirely removed. 

* See Copy of Inscription on Tablet, page 43. 




^Viii jUmhjii^ 



POKTRAIT OF THE TRUE EFFIGIES OF HEZEKIAH HOLLAND, MINISTER 

OF THE COSPELL, AT SUTTON VALENCE, IH KENT, VICAR, 1645. 

{From Samutl Grtgory'i CoUectim, i%6i, folia i, vd.viii,pag* ij*.) 
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SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF THE 

REV. CECIL WRAY GOODCHILD, A.M « 

' LATE CURATE OF THIS PARISH. 

HE WAS BORN THE I9TH OF MAY, iSlO, 

AND DIED AFTER LONG AND SEVERE SUFFERING 

THE 30TH APRIL, 1848. 

HE WAS PIOUS, CHARITABLE, JUST, SINCERE 

IN HIS ENDEAVOURS TO RELIEVE THE NECESSITIES 

AND RAISE THE MORAL CONDITION OF HIS POORER NEIGHBOURS 

AND TO PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE 
THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN. 

ZEALOUS AND UNCEASING 

HIMSELF A FIRM AND DEVOUT BELIEVER IN THE 

ATONING EFFICACY OF THE SAVIOUR'S BLOOD 

HE PREACHED WITH GREAT EARNESTNESS AND CHRISTIAN AFFECTION 

TO HIS CONGREGATIONS IN THIS SACRED PLACE 

THE SAVING TRUTHS OF THE GOSPEL, 

AND EARNESTLY ENDEAVOURED AT ALL TIMES 

TO WEAN THEM FROM THE CARES AND FLEETING PLEASURES OF THIS LIFE 

AND TO GUIDE THEM TO THE PATHS WHICH LEAD TO 

A BLESSED IMMORTALITY. 

THIS TABLET IS ERECTED 

BY MANY OF THE PARISHIONERS TO TESTIFY THEIR REGRET FOR HIS LOSS 

AND THEIR RESPECT FOR HIS MEMORY. 

HIS MORTAL REMAINS ARE INTERRED IN THE CHURCH 

OF EAST TILLBURY, ESSEX. 



* Was also Head Master of the Grammar School (Lambe's), at Sutton 
Valence (July 16, 1838), and Curate of the said place. East Sutton and Leeds, 
all in the county of Kent. Was of Magdalene College, Cambridge. See 
account of him in a Kentish newspaper, dated April 2nd, 1844; ^^ Samuel 
Gregory's Collection, 1861, vol. viii, in possession of the Clothworkers* 
Company. 



44 



l^he following is a list of the Rector and Vicars of Sutton Valence 
and East Sutton^ from the commencement to the present period^ 
extracted from the Parish Registers^ Hasted" s ^History of 
Kentj lygSy voL v, pp. 374, 375; and Clergy Lists that 
have been subsequently printed. 





Name 


\. 


. 


t 


Title. 






Date of Appointment 
or Induction. 


Date of Resignation, 
Decease, &c. 








Surname. 


Christian. 






Rector... 


Gilbert 


• 




• 


/ 


'Smithe 


David 


November 7, 1566 


Ob. January 21, 1568. 




Wells 


Robert 


May 7, 1568 


»573. 




Wells 

Baker 


Robert 


1573 


1588. 


John 


• •• J* J ...... 

March 18, 1580 ... 




Compton 

Sandfordy a.b. . 


Thomas ... 


December 3, 1588 


Ob. April 16, 1606. 




Thomas ... 


May 22, 1606 


Resigned 16 14. 




Henshaw, a.m. 


Edmundf 


March 19, 1614 ... 


See Petition to. the 
Knights of the Shire, 


^ 








1640, herewith. 




Smith 


Robert 


June 15, 1641 


Resigned. 

Conftrmed in the Vicar- 




Holland 


Hezekiah^ 


February 18, 1645 










age by the Honorable 










Committee for Plun- 










dered Ministers. Went 










to Ireland about Mich. 


Vicars 








1658, where he died.§ 




Pollington 


Thomas ... 


August 7, 1660 


Resigned 1666. 




Browne 


James 


April II, 1666 ... 


Ob. 1679. 




Rumney, a.m. 


John 


April 8, 1680 


Ob. 1698. 




Gohier, a.m. ... 


John 


October 7, 1698 ... 


Ob. July 6, 1 71 3. 




Pratt, A.M 


Samuel 


November 9, 1713 


Resigned 1720. 




Pratt, A.M 


George ... 


April 5, 172c 


Resigned 1722. 




Pratt, A.M 


Daniel 


November 5, 1722 


Ob. 1723. 




Savage, a.m. ... 


Culpeper|| 
Samuel 


November 20, 1723 


Resigned, 1747. 




Venner, b.a. ... 


July, 1747 


Ob. 1764. 




Browne , 


Nichplas ... 


March, 1765 






Menzies ...,,,... 


W. P 


March, 1804 






Say 


H. Morgan 


June, 1819 


Ob. Nov., 1 8 3 1 , at Tor- 




•J ' 7 " ' 


quay, Devonshire. 




Barnwell 


JohnT 


February, 1832 ... 


Ob. Sept. 16, 1866, in 
Somersetshire. 


\ 


Sorsbie, a.m. ... 


Robert**... 


December 7, 1866 


The present Vicar. 
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NOTES TO PRECEDING PAGE. 



* Comber's * Visitation of Tithes,' vol. i, p. 234. 

t Was also Vicar of Brenchley, 1630, Kent, and was driven out by the 
rebels of those times. See Hasted, 1798, vol. v, p. 294* (The Parish 
Register states his name to be Edward Henshall, but this is wrong.) He 
was petitioned against in January, 1640, for neglect of duty at Sutton 
Valence (see Copy of Petition, annexed), which perhaps will account for the 
Parish Register being defective about this period. 

X Also Rector of Crundall ; was author of " An Exposition ; or, a Short 
but Full, Plain, and Perfect Epitome of the most Choice Commentaries 
upon the Revelation of St. John, &c. Anglo Tribernus, Minister of the 
Gospel, at Sutton Valence." London : printed by T. R. and E. M. for 
George Calvert, and are to be sold at the sign of the <* Half Moon," in 
Watling Street, near Paul's Stump, 1650. A copy of this work is in the 
possession of the Rev. Robert Sorsbie, the present vicar. (See Portrait, 
page 41.) See Gregory's Collection, 1861, vol. viii, p. 152. 

§ See Parish Register of East Sutton for some particulars respecting him. 

II Previously Vicar of Stone-in- Oxney : he resigned this Vicarage for 
that of Eastry, in this county. 

^ Was also Rector of Holdford and Stogunay, both in Somersetshire, 
where he died, in 1866. 

** Previously Minor Canon of Rochester Cathedral, 1856, and late 
Fellow of Durham University. 



46 



Extract from proceedings, principally in the county of Kent, 
in connection with Parliaments, a. d. 1649, and principally 
with the Committee of Religion appointed in that year. 
Edited by the* Rev. Lambert B. Larking, A.M., Vicar of 
Ryarsh,* near Mailing, Kent, from the Collections of Sir Edward 
Dering, Bart., 1627- 1644, with a Preface by John Bruce, Esq., 
F.S.A. Printed for the Camden Society, 1812, vol. Ixxx, 
page 121, 1640-41. 16 Car. I, January 12th. 

Copy in possession of the Clothworkers' Company, the gift, 
with other volumes, of the late Charles Larkin Francis, Esq., 
Citizen and Clothworker. 

" Petitions against the Clergy from Places in the County of 
Kent, with their Answers and other Papers relating thereto. 



XII.* 

" Petition to the Knights of the Shire for Kent against 
Edward Henshaw, the Vicar, for non-residence and neglect of 
Duty, by the Parishioners of Sutton Valence. 



(( 



To the Right WorshipfuU Sir Edward Dering, Knight and 
Baronet, and Sir John Colepepper, Knight, Knights of 
the Shire for the County of Kent. 



" The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the Parish of 
Sutton Valence, in the said County. 

" Humblie shewing unto your Worshipps that Edmund 
Henshaw, Clerke, is Vicar of that Parish, as alsoe of the Parish 
of Brenchley, where he now dwelleth, both Vicarages being 

* Died August and, 1868. See account of^ 'Maidstone and Kentish 
Journal,* dated February 22, 1869* 
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worth by creditable report ^^200 per Annum, of which Parish 
of Sutton hi^ brother was last of all Curate under him, whoe 
dyed about three monthes sithens; before whose death (by 
reason of his sickness) wee were not only much neglected both 
in devine prayers and preaching ; and on the last fast appointed 
by His Majesty some fewe prayers by a neighbour minister, 
which begann not until past twelve at noone and within half an 
houre ; and at other times soe neglected, or uncertainly supplied, 
that wee are, for the most part, forced to repay re to neighbour 
churches, the said Vicar himselfe not coming at us at all, nor 
any other minister that hath administered the Sacrement to us 
since August last. In tender consideracion whereof humblie 
desire your Worshipps will be pleased to take such speedie 
course for redresse hereof as to your grave wisdoms shall 
seeme best. And wee shall be for ever bound to pray, &c. 



(Signed) 

" James Buckhurst 

" James Swyft 

" Tho. Tyndall 

" William Wood 

" John Simcotte 

" Giles Bishopp 

" Robert Lake 

" Walter Walton 

" Thomas Lucas 

" John x Usher, his marke 

" Thomas x Hornden, his marke 

" Samuel Huet 

" Henry Christian 

" Henry Cultbxjrts x marke 

" Endorsed by Sir Edward Dering, 1640. Petition : Sutton 
Valence v. Henshaw, 12 Jan." 
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The parish contains 2i55acres of land, of which about 1140 
acres are in hop cultivation ; the soil on the hill is a fertile loam, 
and on the south a strong clay, rendered prolific by a moisture 
of marl. In 1801 the population was 706; in 1 831, 1144; 
in 1841, 1138 5 and 250 houses, value ^3359. In 1851, 1090 j 
in the year 1861, males 550, females 526, together 1056 ; and 
in the year 18 71, when the last census was taken, the number 
of inhabitants was, males 595, females 573, together 1168 
souls ; and 254 dwellings. 

The charities connected with the parish are noticed by 
Hasted in 'History of Kent,' 8vo ed., 1797 to 1800, twelve 
vols. ; in vol. v, for the year 1 798, pp. 397, 398 ; also in ' Reports 
on Education of Poor in England and Wales, 18 18 to 1837,' 
1st report, dated March, 18 19, pp. 147, 148 ; also 30th report, 
November 30, 1836, pp. 397, 398, 5 and 6 William IV, 
cap., p. 71, dated November 26, 1836. 

The following are extracted from the parish registers of Saint 
Mary's, Sutton Valence, Kent. 

** 1658, Aug. 20. — Edward us Knatchbul, filius Johannis 
Knatchbul, Armigeri, et Mariae filiae Edwardi Kilmer, Militis : 
mortuus 18 Aug., sepultus 20. Verus hie et observantissimus 
ecclesiae Anglicanae filiiis ' partim Propinquoram incuria aut 
Timiditate, muta Inhumatione dimissus est." 

" 1715, Nov. II. — Mrs. Bridget Prat, ye Wife of ye Rev. 
Mr. Sa. Prat, Vicar of this place, was buried in ye Chancell 
near ye Bellfry of the Parish Church of Sutton Valence.* 



« 



Optima conjux multis ilia bonis Flebelis occidit.^^ 



Parish registers originated with Lord Cromwell when 
Vicar-General to Henry VIII, in 1538. His injunctions for 
keeping them are stated to have been issued in September in 
that year ; but many of the clergy refusing to comply, either 
through ignorance or prejudice, the injunctions were enforced 

* Died November 5. See Register of East Sutton. 
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in 1547, Edward VI. The canon of James I, in 1603, made 
it imperative upon the parishes to preserve them from so far 
back only as the ist of Elizabeth, in 1558. See Samuel Lewis, 
Jun., ' History and Topography of Islington, in the County of 
Middlesex,* 4to, 1842, chap, v, part 2, page 240 ; also the 
' History of Parish Registers in England,' by John S» Burn, 
8vo, 1829, pp. 6, 17, 22 ; also second edition, 1862, pp. 7, 17, 
22, which states September 8, 1538, 30 Hen. VIII. 

The parish registers of Sutton Valence contain several 
entries of the burials in the church and churchyard of the 
Head Masters of the Grammar School between 1580 and 
1835; one in Lambe's Chancel of the Rev. Joseph Hardy, who 
died August 5th, 1786, aged 63 years; and in the churchyard 
one of the Rev. John Ismay, who died October 20th, 1816 ; 
and another of the Rev. John Rugg, who died May 6th, 1835, 
aged 32. There is no entry in the register of the burial of 
John Nichols, who died July i8th, 17 12, aged 57, but there is 
a flat stone in Lambe's Chancel with an inscription to his 
memory and also to that of his father. 

The living combined with East Sutton'is of the annual value 
of ^318, with residence, but at some future period the stipend 
may probably be increased. In 1868 the vicarage was rebuilt, 
and is now occupied by the present vicar, the Rev. Robert 
Sorsbie, A.M., previously Minor Canon of Rochester Cathedral, 
and late Fellow of Durham University (see List of Vicars, p. 44). 
^* The chief rents of Sutton Valence, being sixteen pounds per 
annum, and the chief rents of East Sutton, being twelve pounds 
per annum, were granted freely by the Committee for plundered 
Ministers " (see Parish Register Memorand. yt. ; see plan or 
Terrier of Glebe, engraving, p. 21). 

Greenwood, in 1838 (4to), p. 155, states that a short 
distance "eastward from the village adjoining the Parsonage 
Yard are the remains of Sutton Castle,"^ which was built, Hasted 

• The distance from the sea at this period (1874), in a direct line, is about 
forty miles. 
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conjectures, by one of the family of Valence, and must have 
been originally, judging from the present state of the walk, a 
place of great strength.'* Kilburne, in 1659, P* ^59 (267), 
observes, " Here also are the ruins of an antient castle built 
(as is conceived) when the sea came up the valley under the 
same, which that it so did appears by an anchor there found 
(not far ffom the Castle) in the Memory of Men lately living v 
but when, or by whom this Castle was built, or how ruinated, I 
finde not.*' (See engraving, a View of the new Vicarage and 
Remains of the Castle, p. 23.) 



FINIS. 
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